International Conference on Food Security, Samarkand 7-8 September 2023
Declaration

Ministers of Agriculture of countries of EurAsia and the Middle East, as well as high-ranking
representatives of development partners, regional groupings, and United Nations agencies,
experts from international organizations and financial institutions and others, assembled in
Samarkand on September 7 and 8, 2023 at the International Conference on Food Security
organized by the Government of Uzbekistan with technical support from the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations have conducted productive discussions on
ensuring food security:

1. Underscored the importance of joint action by countries and international and regional
organizations to ensure food security in the context of multiple uncertainties and
challenges;

2. Expressed concern over the global food security situation, particularly for populations
that are already food insecure and lack access to healthy diets, noting that current
projections indicate that around 670 million people will still be hungry in 2030;

3. Noted that the International Conference afforded an opportunity for dialogue at regional
and international levels, providing a forum for developing solutions to a wide range of
issues affecting food security;

4. Noted that there are only seven years left to implement the 2030 Agenda, and agreed to
accelerate and intensify their common efforts to progressively realize the Sustainable
Development Goals;

5. Acknowledged the UN Secretary-General’s Call to Action for Accelerated Food Systems
Transformation at the UN Food Systems Summit+2, in particular the six action areas
outlined in the call to action;

6. Committed to progressively implement a ‘holistic’ food systems approach centred on
feeding growing populations in ways that contribute to people’s nutrition, health and well-
being, restore and protect nature, are climate neutral, and adapted to local circumstances
into plans and action programmes at national and regional levels;

7. Emphasized the importance of promoting healthy diets for all, especially children and
adolescents, by implementing food-system based dietary guidelines, making social
protection nutrition sensitive and ensuring that children benefit from comprehensive
school feeding programmes;

8. Expressed concern over the growing threat posed by climate change to food security in
Central Asia and the rest of the world;

9. Emphasized that climate change impacts cut across national boundaries, especially in
relation to water resources and land degradation, and therefore require international
cooperation to tackle successfully;

10. Emphasized the importance of incorporating climate change adaptation and
mitigation measures into countries' medium-term programs for inclusive growth;

11. Agreed on the need to promote agriculture in the most environmentally friendly way
that supports biodiversity, with the optimal use of water resources;



12. Recognized that agriculture is highly dependent on clean and sufficient water in
order to contribute to food security and is the largest water user worldwide;

13. Emphasized the importance of good water management, governance and diplomacy
for optimal use of scarce water resources and creating a healthier society and environment
not only in Central Asia, but also in other arid and semi-arid countries;

14. Recognized the transformative potential of digital technologies and broader
innovation in agricultural technologies in addressing the challenges of achieving resilience,
sustainability and inclusion of agrifood systems,

15. Acknowledged women's role and contribution to agrifood systems, and affirmed the
importance of empowering rural women to increase their capacity to contribute to agrifood
systems transformation, sustainable rural livelihoods and improved food security;

16. Emphasizing the importance of the integration of science, education and production
to increase the quality and effectiveness of the agricultural production system";

17. Itis noted that investments in youth and expansion of opportunities in the industrial
system are of key importance for the development of industrial security and nutrition";

18. Confirmed necessary efforts to support state support for small and family
households for the expansion of access to production, natural and financial resources;

19. Emphasized the important role of international financial organization and social
development of "green" technological and agricultural economy;

20. Recognized the need for developing approaches, measures and policies to
successfully address gender equality concerns in the context of agrifood systems;

21. Noted with concern the growing uncertainties about the prospects for agri-food
trade and the global economy in the near future, including slowing economic growth, the
impact of trade restrictions and barriers for the global food security and nutrition,
especially in the developing countries, continued inflation, especially for staple foods, high
oil prices, and slower growth in trade, including trade in agri-food products;

22. Recognized the importance of trade in agri-food products for food security,
particularly in the context of landlocked developing countries;

23. Noted the importance of finding alternatives to high food import bills in landlocked
developing countries by investing in domestic agriculture and encouraging local food
production and supply, while promoting sustainable use of natural resources.

24. Underscored the importance of unhindered access to and use of fertilizers for
sustainable agri-food production and ensuring global food security and nutrition, especially
in the developing countries;

25. The participants expressed profound gratitude to the Government and people of
Uzbekistan for their warm hospitality and generous support for the preparation and
organization of the International Conference on Food Security. They reiterated their
commitment to continuing to work on food systems transformation and food security in the
context of the 2030 Agenda.



